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Result: the GBR Zoning Plan (2003) has met its targets
for conserving marine biodiversity and habitat diversity

Next question: What impact is the GBR Zoning Plan
(2003) having on marine biodiversity?

Operational question: Do Marine Protected Areas
(‘No-take’ Zones) have a measurable effect on
local and regional marine biodiversity?
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More apex
predators in ‘no-
take’ zones

Average biomass (g) per site
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SUMMARY

The GBR Zoning Plan (2003) has protected 33% of the
GBR with MPAs designed to rebuild natural resilience

The ‘no-take’ zones are recovering towards their
undisturbed state; i.e. more apex predators and
trophic cascades throughout the food web

Reasonable evidence that ‘no-take’ zones wiill
iInfluence GBR populations and communities at
larger scales

Potentially a more ecologically resilient GBR better

able to face the challenges of 2050
Bl . T o "



