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“Introducing the News ”

A hitchhikers’ guide to the news media
Presented by

The Royal Australian Chemical Institute and the Australian Science Media Centre

Hear the personal perspectives of well-known scientist Sir Gustav Nossal and Sunday
Age Editor Peter Fray when they discuss science in the news with other top media
professionals.

Be there for the first in a series of symposia to be held in major cities around Australia.

This not-to-be missed event will explore the role of news in setting public and political agendas and give
lots of useful tips on how to make your next news experience a positive one. Please note that this is not a
media skills workshop but if you want to take it further we will tell you how.

Much of the tension between scientists and journalists results from of a lack of understanding and this
event will give scientists an insight into the way the news media works. They will hear from journalists,
scientists and press officers about:

« The importance of engaging with news media

« The anatomy of a newsroom

« How journalists find news stories

« Top tips from a scientist

« The role of the media officer

« The key role of pictures in getting a story through

When: Tuesday 24 October, 2.00pm - 5.30pm

Where: Bio21 Institute Auditorium
The University of Melbourne
30 Flemington Road (near cnr Park Dve)
Parkville
Map: http://www.bio21.unimelb.edu.au/lnst_map.pdf

Cost: $15.00 ($10.00 for RACI, Bio21 Institute members and University of Melbourne students
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(to cover refreshments and administration)

RSVP: Places are limited. RSVP to rsvp@raci.org.au by 23 October 2006
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Tuesday 24 October, 2-5.30 pm
Bio21 Institute Auditorium
The University of Melbourne, Parkville
A vital seminar for scientists, communicators and anyone who believes in the
importance of sharing science with the wider community. This stimulating event
will explore the role of news in setting public, political and science agendas and
will provide tips on how to make sure your next news experience is a positive
one.
Part 1 - Anatomy and physiology of news

2.10 pm Welcome and introduction. Dr Elizabeth Gibson, Executive Director,
Royal Australian Chemical Institute

2.15 pm The news — why bother? Dr Susannah Eliott, Australian Science
Media Centre

2.35 pm Anatomy of the newsroom. Donna Demaio, News journalist & editor,
Radio 3AW

2.55 pm When the chemistry is right... Dr Narelle Curtis, Murdoch Childrens
Research Institute.

3.15 pm Discussion
3.30 — 4.00 pm Coffee break
Part 2 The News stampede — run with it or be trampled!

4.00 pm A personal perspective, Sir Gustav Nossal, Emeritus Professor,
Department of Pathology, University of Melbourne

4.20 pm The evolution of news — intelligible design? Peter Fray, Editor of
the Sunday Age

4.40 pm The media lifecycle of your work, Niall Byrne, Science in Public

5.00-5.30 pm Panel Discussion @ o
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